“Farm

Learn, Grow, & Share. m

Saturday, June 19 from
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm, Smart
Farm will be holding an
Open House in our gar-
dens at Ron Beese Park.
(The park is located on
Rotary Drive in Barrington.)
Please stop by to see how
you can Learn, Grow, and
Share with Smart Farm
throughout 2010.

A host of activities are
planned. You will see the
techniques being used in
the gardens to grow our
produce. These tech-
nigues include:

“Potato hi-rises” for
improved yields and
easy harvesting.

EarthBoxes® for small
space gardening.

Making compost. See

Early spring is an exciting
time in our garden. The
2010 growing season actu-
ally began back in January
when the seed catalogs
arrived and we started
planning the gardens.
Crops we will grow this
season include: beans,
beets, broccoli, Brussel

our compost bins and
compost tumbler.

See floating row covers
for pest protection.

You can learn about our
“Veggie Share” program
and how you can share
your extra fruits and vege-
tables with local food pan-
tries during the growing
season.

Learn about sustainable
gardening; what it is and
what it is not and how you
can use sustainable gar-
dening practices in your
own yard.

Find out about our “Family
Day” program held one
Sunday each month from
May through October. The
program includes garden-

sprouts, cabbage, carrots,
cauliflower, chard, cucum-
ber, eggplant, lettuce,
peas, peppers, potatoes,
spinach, summer and win-
ter squash, tomatoes, and
watermelons.

On March 9, we seeded
indoors the first crop of
cool season vegetables
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ing activities for all ages.

Find out about the adult
education workshops we
have scheduled for the
summer.

Learn about the many vol-
unteer opportunities avail-
able. It's not just working
in the garden; any amount
of time you can donate will
be put to good use!

Light refreshments will be
served. The Open House
is free.

All produce grown in the
Smart Farm gardens is
donated to local food pan-
tries. We donated more
than 350 pounds in 2009;
our first year. We are
planning to double our pro-
duction in 2010!

including broccoli and cau-
liflower. Atthe end of
March, we continued seed-
ing with the warm weather
crops, eggplant and pep-
pers, followed by tomatoes
in mid-April.

Our next round of indoor
seeding took place in
Continued on p. 2
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The Smart Farm
gardens are located at
Ron Beese Park on
Rotary Drive in

Happenings in the
Garden... cont.

early May with cucumber
and watermelon.

April was construction month
at our garden plots. With the
help of many volunteers,
including Barrington High
School students, church
groups, and Boy Scouts, we
installed all the supporting
infrastructure for the garden
including:

Three raised beds.
Three potato bins.
A 3-section compost bin.

Trellises for tomatoes,

Learn

Smart Farm is an educa-
tional garden for the Bar-
rington area. We offer
adults, children, and stu-
dents an opportunity to
learn about sustainable
gardening practices through
workshops and hands-on
experience.

Grow

Volunteer to help us grow
our vegetables using sus-
tainable gardening prac-
tices. Learn about these
practices at our gardens
and workshops and use
them in your own garden.

Share

All the produce we grow is
shared with our local food
pantries. Please consider
donating any surplus pro-
duce you may have to our
Veggie Share program.

cucumbers, and peas.

Tunnel hoop houses to
extend the growing sea-
son and protect our
plants from pests.

A drip irrigation system
for part of the garden.

Weed barrier on all our
garden paths.

We took delivery of 15 cubic
yards of Organimix compost
from Midwest Organics Re-
cycling. The delivery filled
our raised beds and potato
bins and was incorporated
into our production beds as
well.

Farm is a 501(c)3
non-profit organization.
Donations of any size are
much appreciated and
will help support our initia-
tives. Please email us at
smartfarms2@gmail if you
have any questions or if you
would like to make a contri-
bution to our organization.

Thank you!
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View of garden
on May 1.

In April, we also started
outdoor seeding of cool
season crops including
peas, lettuce, spinach,
beets, and carrots. We
planted Yukon Gold seed
potatoes on April 18 and
the Kennebec variety on
May 1.

Finally, we transplanted our
seedling broccoli, cabbage,
cauliflower, and chard in the
garden between April 17
and May 1.

Vegetables in-season in May
and June are lettuce, spin-
ach, beets, carrots, and as-
paragus. Look for them at
the local farmers markets.

The Palatine Farmers Market

began Saturday, May 1. Bar-

rington’s begins June 17.

Advice from Michael Pollan in his
book In Defense of Food.
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Volunteers with view of
tunnel hoop houses in
background.




